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^ASfflNGTON — A recently dcclassi 
CIA memo, written six days after 
sidcnl John F. Kennedy was slain, • 
. 22, 1963, shows the CIA then pri- ■ 
i\y suspected that more than one • 
ian-mnilc rifle was being depicted as ; 
murder weapon said to have been 
1 by the accused assassin, Lee Harvey 
'aid. 

ow those CIA suspicions arc supported 
he new findings of a Texas, graphics 



Last Thursday, members pf: the. Senate 
IntelUi’cnce Committee voted to ':opcn a 
congressional probe into unanswered ques- 


Kennedy to Dallas on the fatqful trip. He 
^was the only Washington reporter sum-/- 

^ . _ : moned to testify before thi^ Warren '• 

lions of President Kennedy's assassination , Commission and has beehexhinining^, 
‘.in 1963. Reporter Seth Kantor, as a mem-‘ > events surrounding the murder ever since. | 
^■berof Scripps-Howard Newspapers' Wash- 'Kantor has been \yith The DetroU News 
\;.ington Bureau in 1963, pccompanied y four years. . . 7 


.weapon. • ’ . . 

While not conclusive at this point, these 


expert who says he has developed phptO:-;^. lional Archives in Washington is not the 

graphic cvidertcc showing the alleged same as the rifle which the Dallas police ... . . ■ . . 

murder weapon in possession of the Na-’ ’^department purported to be the murder 1*’ findings appear to raise serious questions 

- 1 - 1 -- , - - ’ - -1 '•!> 'about the Warren Commission report re-' 

•V- gnrding one slug believed fired from the* 


1 Oswald weapon and fingerprints report-., 
^.'.'cdly lifted from it, including the possibil-; 
iiy — ns some critics Oblicvp — that somci 
' evidence may have been falsified deliber- 
;/■ ntcly. • \ 

<i; Jack White of Fort Worth,' the graphics 
r' expert, has met behind closed doors on 
■ Capitol Hill with Sen. Riphard S. 

■ •• ‘Schweiker, R-Pa., who has been co-chair- 
^’•mnn of a special Senate subcommittee 
probe of the Kennedy assassination since 
'• last fall. 

‘ ; Schweiker has said privately he is "cx- 
•..•Iremcly inlcrestcd” in While’s mulliple- 
j' gun evidence and wauls Scnalc invesliga- 
I tors to conduct a more exlensivc probe of 
■} White’s findings. -> • 



, Area, of similanty . 

, - . , : * . • « I . 1. 1 • I , I . Ml I . -i. d VI y •; . •) ; . ' 

Arlwork illuslralcs graphics experts findings lhaf photos of. the alleged Oswald v^eapon in the. 
Malional Archives and the rifle Dallas police said was used to kill President , Kennedy differ. ’ 
Allhough photos of both weapons matched up front, the expert said the Archives rifle had a longer 
stock which also was shaped slightly different. ( . ' 
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• S niper's View;’ 

v;v- : • 

\ f h i s ^ p ii 0 1 o ,\i ; t a k'e n 
•;v through i rifle * scope, 
was part . of the War- 
.?' ren ’j Commission . re- 

• • port, It was taken dur- 

ing a reenactment of 
President • Kennedy's 
Jassassination'^ at the 
‘Jime:\ .of ^ihej commis*. 
Vfjl.sion's investigation, ^ ; ; 

V 

a' V ^ 
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At the same time, former Dallas Police i murder and then 'shot dead in Curry’s 
Chief Jesse Curry, in charge of Oswald’s • poliqc station by Jack Ruby. ' ; 
arrest and identification as the Presi-'.* u Curry said last week that anyone able 
deni’s murderer, told The Sunday News to substitute one suspected murder 
that “it’s more than possible’’ the gun al- weapon for another “could have gotten 

legedly used by Oswald could have been away with it at the time”^ because no spe- 

subslitutcd by anolliLM* during the wild j cial precautions wcr<j taken to isolate the 
weekend in which Oswald was both ques- • weapon as historic evidence. . 

Honed in connection with Kennedy’s •• . • Concluded on Page 12A ‘ w r. 

Still unresolved arc conflicting reports 
over what kind of wcanon ihnl was. 

Tlie rifle found on tlic sixth floor of the 
Texas vSehool Book Dcposilory Building — 
pinpointed by milliorilic.s n.s Oswald’a 
r.nipcr neat — was Inspected on the spot 
TfKj described by o deputy conslnblo 
^anillnr with foreign guns as n 7.65 Ger- 
man Mauser. 

I.atcr. the murder weapon wns Idcnli* 
ird by Dallas police ns a 6.5-cal. 
M/innlicher-Carcano — nn obsolete Italian 
nrmy carbine, which bad been clearly 
tamped “Made in Italy” for sale tlirough 
/imcrican anns outlets. 

(Uii then the CIA disputed thnt Idcnll- 
.ention in an infernal report which said 
•*.vo diffcrcnl kinds of Italian-made car- 
.'incs wei-c being depleted ns ihe single 
niirdcr weapon. ; Z 

That report was not made part of War-* 

; m Commisfiion documents and there .is . 


^0 indication the Warren Commission 
oversaw the report. * • ’ 

According to the report kept secret 
rcorly U years and declassified only re- 
cnlly, the CIA had inlcmnl doubts that 
,‘hc purported murder weapon being 
i Iwwn In pictures after Mr. Kennedy’s 
i .?aih was ilic 6.5 caliber rifle it wns sup- 
I .o’jcdtobc. 

I Instead, the intelligence agency said In 
I .‘B-poini analysis irnnsmiltcd from Italy 
! ■» UJS. CIA headquarters on Nov. 28, 1963, 

^ ic weapon “which appears to hove been 
; nployed In this criminal attack is a 
•^odel 91 rifle, 7J5-cal., 1938 modiflca- 
on.“ 

The CIA report especially questioned 
hether nn assassin would select an obso- 
?c 6.5 Mannlichcr-Carcano os a tool for a 
.ipcr determined to shoot the president 
a moving target, at long range. 

The first batch of 7,000 Mannlicher- 
?.rcnncs imported into the United Stales 
r sale on it>c open morket to hunters and 
n collectors “had disastrous results,” 
c GA said. “Many of them burst, with 
"lixmt fatal consequences, and many 
.’.’I’tHrc.” 

Many 6.5-calibcr models were exported 
from Italian military stockpiles to a U.S. 
arms dealer for as little as SI. 10 apiece, 
the CIA said. The agency said tlic more 
.sturdy, more reliable 7..3S-calibcr sniper 
models wholesaled for up to $1.50 apiece. 

But the Warren Commission concluded 
in 1961 thot the 6.5 Mannlichcr- Carcano in 
custody at the National Archives was the 
murder weapon. 

Now, however, rc.scnrchcr Jack Wliilc, 
working independently in Texas, has de- 
veloped evidence which would show the 
wcn|>on In the National Archives is not lltc 
same as the ortc displayed n.s Oswald’s 
rifle in the Dallas police stalion on the day 
of llic murder. 

White is vicc-prcsideiit and art dircctor- 
of a large Fort Worth advertising firm. He 
became interested in aspects of the 
Kennedy as.sassinntion several years ago 
and began to study, strictly as a hobby, 
the minute details of film records of the- 
. assas.sination-rclatcd events. • 

Severn! months ngo White discovered 
wlial he- believed to be major discrepan- 
.c[cs in compa rative details of the weapon 


as it was photographed in Dallas and 
Washington after the assassinatiori. 

Working with such customary invesli-' 
gative photo techniques ns |:rid measure- 
ments and overlays, White discovered ”ir-' 
reconcilable differences’* when ho 
matched up photos of what was supposed, 
to be the same weapon. • 

He discovered distinct differences in 
both the lengtl) and configuration of the* 
rifle stock in comparable profile studio 
pictures tnkeh of the weapon, first at the, 
Dallas police station and then in Washing- 
ton for the Warren Commission Report. 

The Warren Report said the murder 
rifle was 40.2 inches long. But White found 
— when he matched the pictures to scale, 
so that the metal components from muz- 
zle to trigger were lined up — the wooden 
stock of the ’’Dallas gun” was signifi- 
cantly shorlcr and slightly different in 
shape than the “Washington gun.” 

VVhilc’fl findings raise two major ques- 
tions: 

First, why would hvo versions of one 
standard military weapon have two differ- 
ent .slocks? 

First, why would two versions 6l one 
standard military weapon have two differ- 
eni stocks? 

Schweiker wns told by nn arms expert 
that Italian soldiers commonly altered the 
sizes of their wooden Mannlichcr-Cnrcano 
stocks to fit their own needs. 

But secondly, and iiiorc important, why 
would there he a need for anyone to sub- 
stitute one rifle for another in the bizarre 
Kennedy murder case? 

Warren Commission critics come up 
with two bn.sic reasons. 

First, Ilicrc is the so-called "magic bul- 
let” issue. The ’’magic bullet” is the 
irreverent name the critics have given to 
the unbaltcrcd bullet found on a slrclcbcr 
at Parkland Memorial Hospital in Dallas 
after Mr. Kennedy and Texas Gov. John 
B. Connally were shot and ruslicd to that 
ho.spil(\l. 

The Warren Commission concluded tliat 
Hie bullet -- which was fired from the 
some 6.S-caliber Mannlicher-Carcano now 


in (he NntionnI Archives, accnrdiiiR ro bnl- 
lislic icsl - had passed lliroiigli bolli Iho • 
President niid Connally. 

Some critics suspect tlic **maRic bullet” 
was planted on the stretcher. They have 
long claimed the bullet was “test-fired” 
from the weapon that was sent to Wash- 
jn/»fon. , • • 

Secondly, the weapon is supposed to 
have made two separate trips to Washinfi- 
lon from Dallas. The first time, no identi- 
fiable fingerprints were found on it. The 
second lime, a clear Oswald palmprint • 
was established. , : • 

At 11:45 p.m. Nov. 22, 1963, tlie day of 
the murder, FBI agent Vincent E. .Drain 
flew the suspected murder weapon from 
Dallas police' headquarters to the FBI 
crime laboratory in Washington. 


Dallas Police Ll. J.C. Day, the force’s • 
Tinncrprinl expert, carefully covefed" 
some partial and smudged prints on the 
. gun with protective cellophane, before 
releasing the weapon to agent Drain. : 

' The next day, Nov. 23, FBI Director J.v, 
Edgar Hoover wrote to Dallas Police 
Chief Curry that no useful prints had been 
found on the weapon in the Washington 
^FBllab. 

; Hoover’s letter, which said no identifia- 
ble Oswald; print had been found, did not 
y appear in the Warren Report. 

Drain returned to Dallas with the 
'weapon on Noy. 24, the day Oswald was » 

* slain by Ruby in the police station basc- 
imcnt. • ■ . • t 

Two days later the weapon again was 
. flown to Washington, to re main. _ , 


But on Nov. 29, a palmpriht from the' 
gun’s barrel was received by the Fill in 
Washington from Lt. Day. Day said he 
had lifted the print on the dvening of Nov. 
22, but had not told the FBI. 

Day said he had told Chief Curry about 
(he palmprint, concealed by the wooden; 
slock, but had not taken a picture of It — i 
as he had with the smudged, unusable 
prints; • \ 

Some critics believe Oswald’s palm- 1 
print could have been placed on the barrel 
after his murder Nov. 24. • 

Curry said last week that he doubts 
anyone would have switched rifles in 
Dallas orWashiiigton. 

“The only reason 1 know of for someone 
to substitute guns,” he said, “would be to 
obtain the original for a souvenir.’-' 


